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Dear Parishioner’s of St. John’s,  

B 
efore coming to St. John’s I was 
often called upon to work with 
parishes who were struggling in 

some way. In working with those 
churches, or with any church, one of the 
main things to do is to try and discover 
the unique charism of the congregation. 
That is, what is the unique characteristic 
that God has given to the congregation 
that really defines them. For some 
churches that focus will be worship or 
music. For others they tend to focus on 
outreach or education. For St. John’s, I 
believe our charism is our sense of 
community. That charism is why we are 
often described as being a warm and 
welcoming church where people treat 
one another like family. For churches 
like ours that have a strong sense of 
fellowship, the trials of the last year and 
a half have been particularly difficult 
because so much of being a community 
centers around being in the same space 
together. It is with that challenge in 
mind that I am so excited about 
restarting so many of our fall programs, 
even if it means that we may be called 
upon to wear masks or take other 
precautions at times.  

As I think about what will happen this 
fall I am excited that we are restarting 
our printed newsletter. I am deeply 
grateful to be able to see in it all of the 
familiar and new activities that are going 

on. It is a joy to be able to sit down 
once again with so many of you and 
enjoy our Wednesday Night Dinner, to 

be able to teach at the Adult Forum, 
Confirmation Classes, and see once 
again our Contemporary Service happen 
on Sunday morning. Indeed, there is so 
much going on at St. John’s that seeing 
it all come together, it feels like being 
able to drink water after being lost in the 
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From the Senior Associate Rector : Adult Formation Programs 

G 
reetings St. John’s. The past year and a half has 
been incredibly challenging for all of us. While 
we seem at times to see light at the end of the 

tunnel, it is impossible to predict when the pandemic 
will come to an end. And for sure, we’ll be reflecting on 
the collateral impact for years to come. So we wait, we 
hope, we pray and we love. 

Compared to prior semesters of adult formation when 
we’ve had the luxury to be aggressive with the 
scheduling and options, I believe the circumstances in 
which we find ourselves at present require a different 
tack for our spiritual growth.  Rather than a “full steam 
ahead” approach of merely trying to organize what 
we’ve always done, I believe we’re in a season of 
patience, trust, and recognizing the simple but profound 
growth opportunities found in just being together 
during pandemic times as God’s call to us.  It is in this 
simpler approach that we can experience again, our 
relationships with one another and with God.  And it is 
on the foundation of these relationships, that we can, 
guided by the Holy Spirit, rebuild something beyond our 
understanding at this time; something new at St. John’s.  
We’ve benefitted greatly from the rebuilding of the 
buildings. Let’s now use those facilities to rebuild 
“community;” going deep into the heart, acknowledging 
the personal, communal, and even the logistical 
challenges before us all, and let the Spirit take us 
somewhere new. 

1. The Adult Forum (Sundays, 10:00-11:00, Parish 
Hall). The Adult Forum theme for the fall is “Living 
Christian Discipleship.” In other words, our faith as a 
way of life, not merely creedal expressions we profess 
on Sundays. It will begin with a 4-week exploration into 
Sabbath, and what a gift that is for still today.  Sabbath 
keeping results in deepened hearing and seeing in the 
world, as we deepen relationship with God.  From 

sabbath keeping, we begin to naturally imitate Christ.  
Consequently, we’ll move into a 3-week journey into the 
life of Thomas a Kempis, 14th century author of “The 
Imitation of Christ.”  For All Saints Sunday, an occasion 
will be organized for us to acknowledge what and who 
we have lost during the pandemic; so many funerals 
postponed; so much opportunity for true closure.  We’ll 
then move into a brief discussion of Anglican Theology 
and what makes our denomination unique.  Having 
looked through the transformative lenses of sabbath 
keeping and imitating Christ, what do we find? The 
Kingdom of God is in you (Luke 17:20-21) What a 
message to share (especially this year) as we prepare to 
celebrate Christmas!  This will be our Advent series this 
year, as Luke is our gospel for this lectionary year.  By 
the end of this semester, we will have a lot to consider in 
moving beyond merely coming to a church building for 
Sunday routines, to actually experiencing the call to live 
our faith as a daily way of life, Living Christian 
Discipleship. 

Sept 19-Oct 10  
 Sabbath Series 

Oct 17-31 
Thomas a Kempis Series 

Nov 7 
All Saints Sunday reception 

Nov 14   
State of the Parish address 

Nov 21  
Anglican Theology  - What makes us unique? 

Nov 28-Dec 19 
Advent series - The Kingdom of God in you  

(Luke 17:20-21) 
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From  the  Rector continued from  page  1 

desert.  

My hope then for all of us is that as you look through 
this newsletter and see all of the things happening in our 
community that you will prayerfully consider how you 
might connect to our community in a way that will be 
meaningful and uplifting for you. Please know that you 
are all in my prayers as each of us finds our way back to 

St. John’s. Know that I am looking forward to renewing 
relationships and growing in faith together.  

Faithfully,  

Peter+  
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Children and Youth Sunday School Programs Return! 

S 
tarting on September 12th, all Sunday School 
offerings for children return to St. John’s.  This 
includes both the Children’s Chapel for children age 

3-6(ish), and Sunday School for children age 3-18. For 
those new to Children’s Sunday School, or for those that 
just need a refresher after the “COVID Hiatus”, here are 
some useful details to know about our programming: 

The Children’s Chapel program aims 
to provide some basic formation 
about worship and parish life in a fun, 
wiggle-friendly way.  It starts at 
8:45am in the Children’s Chapel (near 
the kitchen and classrooms on the 
second floor), and runs for roughly 30 
minutes. During our time together we 
share a lesson about the church, read 
and explore a Bible story, and sing a 

song or two. Parents drop off their children in the chapel, 
and meet their children in the back of the Nave during the 
exchange of the Peace. 

Children’s Sunday School (age 3 through 5th grade) uses a 
rotational Sunday School model to dive into some of the 
big stories and themes from the Bible. Each month there is 
a theme, and a different rotation station each week to 

explore that theme. The stations vary each month to try to 
keep things fresh for the children.  We meet at 10:00am at 
the Sunday School Launchpad located in Tilson Hall. 
Parent pick-up their children at 11:00am in the Rector’s 
Gallery (located just outside Tilson Hall). 

Youth Sunday School is for students in 6th-12th grade.  
Youth Sunday School classes are held on the third floor.  
Students are invited to stop by the “coffee house” before 
classes get started at 10:00, and then enjoy a conversation 
with their peers about the topics of the day until 11:00am.  
Typically there is a middle school class, and a high school 

THE  EPISTLE 

2. Ongoing weekly offerings: 

O 
ur weekly offerings will continue.  These can be 
found in the “Groups" section of Realm: Book 
Club with Matt Williams, 3 Bible Studies, Lectio 

Divina (more to be added), Centering Prayer groups (with 
future workshops and retreats being organized), fellowship 
activities (ECW, Men’s Ministry, fly fishing, tai chi, yoga), 
Daughters of the King, The Rosary Group, Intercessory 
Prayer, Labyrinth Keepers, and others. 

Indeed, faith is experienced together living with God in the 
daily stuff that is life.  These trying times have certainly 
brought this to our attention.  With the love we have for 
God and for one another, let’s use that as leaven for our 
conversations this season.  God bless you all this coming 
year. God is good and opportunities for growth are 
boundless and possibly where we least expect to find them.  

In Christ, 
Brad+ 

From  the  Senior  Associate  Rector continued from page  2 
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class, but from time to time we will get together as a 
whole group.  

Youth Confirmation Classes are 
available to any student in 7th-10th 
Grade interested in being Confirmed 
in the Episcopal Church. Classes are 
held in two eight-week blocks 
designed to explore the tenets and 
practice of our Episcopal faith.  In 
addition to the class time, students 
have an adult mentor with whom 
they meet to discuss questions and 
the incorporation of faith and life. 

Classes start on October 17, and meet on Sundays from 
10:00-11:00am on the third floor. 

If you would like to sign up for announcements and other 
information about these programs you may do so by 
joining the Children’s Sunday School, Middle School 
Sunday School, High School Sunday School, or Youth 
Confirmation Class Groups in Realm. If you have 
questions about Children’s Formation, please contact 
Family Minister Matt Williams; likewise, if you have 

questions about Youth Formation, please contact Rev. 
Rich Clark or Youth Minister Rachel Shelton. 
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B 
oth Junior EYC (Middle School grades 
6-8) and Senior EYC (High School 
grades 9-12) meets from 5-7PM. Drop 

off and pick up is at the pre-K school entrance. 
Our meetings begin in the Parish Hall and snacks 
are provided. EYC participants, please bring your 
own water bottles with your names on them if 
possible. 

Remember to sign up for the EYC Fall Retreat 
at Awanita Valley. We head to Marietta, SC the 
weekend of October 1-3 for Middle 
School & October 8-10 for High School. Our 
theme is connection and will be based on 
Matthew 22:37-39, “And he said to him, “You 
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your mind. This 
is the great and first commandment. And a second 
is like it: You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself." The cost is $200 and you can sign up 
now on Realm. There are plenty of spots still open 
so sign up and invite a friend! We can’t wait to see 
you there! 

EYC News 
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            THE  EPISTLE 

Parish Life 

W hile many of us have done reasonably well during this pandemic, many of our families who lost a loved one 

were not able to have a funeral service or a reception that normally follows. This All Saints’ Sunday, 

(November 7th) we hope you will join us as we celebrate the lives of those saints of St. John’s who died during the 

pandemic both in worship and in a reception in the parish hall during our normal Christian Education hour.  

 

  

A special  

All Saints’ Sunday 
Remembering the saints of St. John’s  

who died during the pandemic. 

GOOD TO BE HOME 

T 
hanks to everyone who made this celebration a 
success. It looks like everyone had fun, and saw a lot 
of old friends. The food, music, and games were 

perfect. If you were in the shade, the weather was fantastic!  

Special thanks in no order to Merrill Gowdy, Janie Wooten, 
Bob Nye, Doug Burkhart, Mamie Sticher, John Horn, Sam 
Wofford, Meredith Pruitt, Annmarie Leake, Jack Criminger, 
Gavin Johnson, and Abe Orlandi. Extra shout out to the 
Smashing Briefcases, and Janie's Army-(Charlotte, Judy, Hal, 
John, Anne, Mike, and Nancy) 

I especially want to thank Peter for his leadership, faith, and 
prayers.  

-John Patrick 

 

Through Jesus the Christ we know the depth 

of God's love for us and for all creation. We 

are never lost. The Spirit seeks us out with a 

daring and tender love, finding us and 

calling us home. Rest assured that God's 

healing love and compassionate forgiveness 

is with us all. Thanks be to God. Amen. 
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THE  EPISTLE 

Exterior Door Replacement (In process) 
Doors being replaced include the Main Entrance 

Rector’s Gallery Bathrooms 

Tilson Hall renovation Relocation of the Reception desk to the 

T 
he property committee has continued the hard 
work to enhance our property. The committee 
and many others have my sincere thanks for all 
their support. 

  - David Dwyer 

Property Committee Update from David Dwyer 

New Gutter and Downspouts Arborist Work 

Interior painting of the entire second floor 

They say a picture is worth 1000 words 
so here are some pictures of the 
projects that we have been working on 
to date: 
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           THE  EPISTLE 

Stewardship 

O 
ur theme for this year’s stewardship campaign comes 
from a popular hymn entitled, “It is well with my soul”. 
If you haven’t already, you should receive material 

about this campaign very soon. The material, and the online 
pledging option can also be seen on our website at 
www.stje.org/stewardship. Our hope is to have all of our pledges 
in by November so we can begin the budgeting process for 2022. 
If you have any questions, please contact the church office. 

www.stje.org/stewardship 

S 
amaritan House is a 
recuperative residential 
facility for homeless 

individuals who are undergoing 
extended medical treatment, such 
as chemotherapy or recovery 
from surgery.  Several members 
of St. John’s have volunteered at 
Samaritan House, and we would 
love to add to that number.  There are numerous volunteer opportunities:  driving guests to doctor’s 
appointments, preparing and serving meals, playing games with the guests, and more.  The guests love to have 
visitors—it brightens their day!  If you are interested in learning more about Samaritan House and how to get 
involved, please contact David Tipple at dft@carolina.rr.com or 704-968-8021.  

T 
his summer, we continued to serve by using an outdoor drive-through 
system and have had increased shoppers month over month.  There is 
nothing better than seeing their smile reach their eyes each time they 

visit! Please consider joining us to volunteer during our new times. We 
will need volunteers from 7:45am - 11:15am. 

2021 Hagar Basket Dates:  

Oct 20, Nov 17, Dec 15  

You can sign up via the KIOSK  

or contact Meredith McGough for more information. 

Outreach 

http://www.stje.org/rejuvenate
mailto:dft@carolina.rr.com
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THE  EPISTLE 

Outreach 

St. John’s Preschool 
St. John’s Preschool continues to host many family events. Be on the lookout for upcoming events! 

Link your VIC cards 
Link your Harris Teeter VIC cards to support the Preschool’s programs with VIC number: 4131. 

If you are interested in learning more about the St. John’s Preschool ministry, please see the website: 

www.saintjohnspreschool.org, or contact Jenny Taylor, Preschool Director at jenny@stje.org. 

OUTREACH COMMITTEE UPDATE 

A 
s with many plans this year, St Johns Outreach 
Committee and outreach ministries have had 
to adjust with infection rates. With large 

volunteer opportunities being limited, the Outreach 
Ministry page of the StJE.org website has been 
updated to include links for individual volunteer 
opportunities for many of the organizations St Johns 
supports.  The Outreach Committee is currently 
seeking a volunteer(s) who may be interested in 
opportunities to help serve Charlotte’s homeless 
population. If interested please contact Thomas 
Walker or Matt Williams.  While not all organizations 
have reopened to volunteers, over the summer some 
outreach ministries were able to continue their efforts. 

Kay Norwood has been leading a group of volunteers 
sorting donations at Crisis Assistance Ministry. The 
group meets at 8:30am in the church parking lot the 
second Wednesday of each month. They carpool to 
the Crisis Assistance Ministry warehouse where they 
sort clothing until 11:30. If you would like to volunteer 
please contact Kay at ekcnorwood@carolina.rr.com.  

Hagar’s basket has continued welcoming families using 
their drive through pantry in the church parking lot. 
Donations of wipes, detergent, toilet tissue, diapers, 
toothpaste, soap, feminine hygiene pads and other 
toiletries are appreciated. 

St John’s ministry team to Roof Above, currently lead 
by Tim Comin, hopes to restart their quarterly dinners 
in December, continuing a 25 year tradition of 
providing meals. Roof Above is seeking donations to 
help guests transition from hotels into their Tryon 
Street Shelter. Donations can be gifted via their 

Amazon WishList. Individual volunteer opportunities 
are available but at limited capacity. Please contact Tim 
with any questions.  

Loaves and Fishes, currently lead by Louise Palmer, is 
accepting donations of non-perishable foods.  If you 
would like to volunteer please contact Louise. 

Galilee Ministries has continued to serve the refugee 
and immigrant communities in various ways, including 
their community garden and hosting organizations like 
Loaves & Fishes. Recently Galilee Kitchen has 
returned to offering In-Person Dining on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, utilizing their food truck, “The 
Movable Feast.” Galilee is currently welcoming fully 
vaccinated volunteers. If interested, please click the 
link on the St John’s outreach page or reach out to 
Margaret Errington. 

Merry Oaks Elementary School ministry has been in 
place for over 5 years to assist the disadvantaged 
children at the school. St Johns volunteers have 
continued to assist the school by providing quarterly 
Teacher Appreciations breakfasts. The annual school 
supply and backpack drive recently wrapped up and 
donations were taken to the school to be distributed. 
If you would like to volunteer or learn more about this 
ministry, please review the Communities In Schools 
website.  

All donations to outreach ministries can be left in the 
Donation Bins next to the blue awning entrance. 

mailto:ekcnorwood@carolina.rr.com
https://urbanministrycenter.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8ff1836683d8819488e527a54&id=a96aba482c&e=6c59389159
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           THE  EPISTLE 

Contemporary Worship is Back! 
Join us Sunday mornings at 11:15 AM for a joyous and uplifting worship service in Tilson 

Hall.  The music is led by the St. John’s Band featuring beautiful vocal harmony, drums, bass 

and guitar with an occasional violin and piano. We are always looking for musicians to join us 

and it’s easier than you’d think to be a part of the team.  Please contact Jamey Graves if you 

would like to be a part of the music leadership at the contemporary service. 

If you’d like to be a reader for this service, please sign up for a reader position on the kiosk.  

If you’d like to know more about how you can help, please contact Rev. Peter Floyd, Rev. 

Rich Clark or Jamey Graves.  

The Cherub Choir (grades K-2) meets on Wednesdays, 4:30-5:00 p.m. 

The Treble Youth RSCM Choir (unchanged voices, grades 3-12) meets Wednesdays, 5:30-7:00 p.m.   

The Shepherd Choir (teen and adult altos, tenors, and basses for 8:45 services) meets Wednesdays, 6:30-7:45 p.m. 

St. John’s Choir (teens and adults for 11:15 a.m.) meets Thursdays, 6:30-8:00 p.m.   

Our handbell choirs include youth sixth grade and older, as well as adults. 

Please contact Alan Reed in the church office for information about a choir for you or your child.  Our choirs are 
always welcoming new members, and we encourage all those who would like to be part of these team ministries.   

Haydn Mass 

At the 8:45 and 11:15 a.m. services on All Saints Sunday, 

November 7, St. John’s will offer Franz Josef Haydn’s Missa St. 

Joannis de Deo.   The choir will be accompanied by two violins, 

cello, and organ.  The choir will sing in Latin the parts of the 

service the congregation usually sings in English.  This Mass has 

the nickname “Little Organ Mass” because of the extended organ 

solo part in the Benedictus movement.  The choir gives this 

offering in loving memory of all our loved ones and in 

connection with all the musicians who have contributed to the 

worship of the Church throughout history.  Haydn lived 1732-

1809, but we sing his music today to connect with the Church of 

ages past. 

Choirs are recruiting 

Music at STJE 



10 

 

OF  NOTE           Fall + 2021 

Look for Details :       www.stje.org           Weekly   Announcements          Sunday  Bulletin          Realm 

Livestream Team 

T 
his ministry seeks to reach out to the broader St. John’s 
community and include them in our regular Sunday 
services.  Being a volunteer in this ministry is 

immersive, engaging and educational. 

Things you’ll learn: 

• The order of service and why it’s important. 

• How to operate a simple livestream system. 

• How livestreaming connects us to a larger community. 

This opportunity is open to ages 13 and up and time 
commitments are Sunday mornings at 8:15 AM until 10:15 AM.  
We livestream the 8:45 AM service.  To learn more on how you 
can help contact Jamey Graves, Associate for Technology and 
Music. 

As we enter this fall season, normally the parish begins thinking about and planning for the upcoming Room in the 
Inn season.  (Room in the Inn is a program where organizations host and house some of our homeless neighbors 
during the winter months.)  Over time, the energy and volunteers needed to continue to support long term ministries 
often wanes.  Given this flagging interest, the parish is stepping down as a Room in the Inn host site. 
This does not mean that the parish is abandoning our outreach efforts to our homeless neighbors. We are exploring a 
program called Operation Sandwich as a new ministry option.  Operation Sandwich allows churches, small groups, 
and families to sign up to make sandwiches for Roof Above soup kitchens. A group of parishioners is learning about 
the program and gathering information to share with the parish. There is a plan to do a test pilot for a few months to 
see how it works, with the hope this may become a year-round outreach ministry at St. John’s. 
Be on the lookout for updates in the coming weeks. And if you would like to be involved as we explore Operation 
Sandwich, please contact Family Minister Matt Williams or your favorite member of the Outreach Committee. 

THE  EPISTLE 

Homeless Ministry in Transition 

There are times when we need someone to talk to about life issues, someone who is not a family member or close 

friend.  Pastoral care provides that “someone” who are the priests, deacon and ministers at St. John’s who are members 

of the Pastoral Care Committee.  In addition to being the “someone” in person or on the phone, these Pastoral Care 

individuals may be able to offer suggestions for other types of support: specialists in the fields of counseling, mental 

health specialists, financial advice, legal advice, etc. 

Your deacon, Wendy Merrill is the contact person for anyone in need of Pastoral Care.  Contact her by email 

(wendy@stje.org).  She will coordinate with you and a member of the Pastoral Care Committee to offer support. 

Pastoral Care at St. John’s 

mailto:wendy@stje.org
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Dates to Keep 

October  

2  Blessing of  the Animals   
2pm In the Garden  

23  Parish Work Day  
9am-1pm  

November  

7  All Saints Reception  
During the education hour in the Parish Hall  

14  Vestry Election  

25  Thanksgiving Service 9am  

December  

24  Christmas Eve Services  
3:00, 5:00, 7:00, 11:00  

25  Christmas Day Service 10am  

January  

5  Twelfth Night Event  
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