
St. John’s Episcopal Church 

1623 Carmel Road  *  Charlotte, NC  28226 

StJE.org  *  704-366-3034 

 

The Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost 
(Proper  27A) 

                           8:45 & 11:15 a.m. 

November 8, A.D. 2020 

The Holy Eucharist:  Rite II 

 

The Word of God 

 

Organ Voluntary    I call to thee, Lord Jesus Christ J. S. Bach 

 

Acclamation and Collect for Purity                                    Book of Common Prayer, Page 355 

Celebrant Blessed be God:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 
Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:  
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
 

Lord, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy. 
 

The Collect of the Day  Page 236 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us pray.  O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy the works of 
the devil and make us children of God and heirs of eternal life:  Grant that, having this hope, we may purify 
ourselves as he is pure; that, when he comes again with power and great glory, we may be made like him in his 
eternal and glorious kingdom; where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever.  Amen. 
 

Lesson from the Apocrypha:  Wisdom of Solomon 6:12-16                         NRSV 

Wisdom is radiant and unfading, and she is easily discerned by those who love her, and is found by 
those who seek her.  She hastens to make herself known to those who desire her.  One who rises early to seek 
her will have no difficulty, for she will be found sitting at the gate.  To fix one’s thought on her is perfect 
understanding, and one who is vigilant on her account will soon be free from care, because she goes about 
seeking those worthy of her, and she graciously appears to them in their paths, and meets them in every 
thought.   
Reader  The Word of the Lord.  
People  Thanks be to God.  
 

Gradual:  Wisdom of Solomon 6:17-20                   NRSV 

17   The beginning of wisdom is the most sincere desire for instruction,* 

     and concern for instruction is love of her, 
18   and love of her is the keeping of her laws, 
                and giving heed to her laws is assurance of immortality, 
19   and immortality brings one near to God;* 

20           so the desire for wisdom leads to a kingdom. 
   

New Testament Lesson:  I Thessalonians 4:13-18                                                                                 NRSV 

We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that you may 
not grieve as others do who have no hope.  For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, 
through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died.  For this we declare to you by the word of the 



Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who 
have died.  For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s 
trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  Then we who are alive, who are left, 
will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord 
forever.  Therefore encourage one another with these words.  
 Reader    The Word of the Lord.  
People  Thanks be to God.  
 

The Holy Gospel:  Matthew 25:1-13  NRSV 

Deacon     The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  
People      Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
             Jesus said, “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this.  Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went 
to meet the bridegroom.  Five of them were foolish, and five were wise.  When the foolish took their lamps, 
they took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps.  As the bridegroom was delayed, all 
of them became drowsy and slept.  But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom!  Come 
out to meet him.’  Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps.  The foolish said to the wise, 
‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’  But the wise replied, ‘No!  there will not be enough 
for you and  for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’  And while they went to buy 
it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was 
shut.  Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’  But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, 
I do not know you.’  Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”  

Deacon    The Gospel of the Lord  
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
  

The Sermon   The Reverend Dr. Brad Smith 

 

 

The Nicene Creed                                                                Page 358 

  We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 

and unseen. 

  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God 
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  
Through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:  by the 
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake 
he was  crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the Prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness 
of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 

 

The Prayers of the People:  Form IV                                                                                         Page 388 

Intercessor:  Let us pray for the Church and for the world.  Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your 
Name may be united in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. We pray for 
Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Samuel and Anne, our Bishops; Peter and Brad, our priests; Wendy, our 
deacon; and for all bishops and other ministers.  Silence 

  Lord, in your mercy   Hear our prayer. 
Intercessor:  Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we 
may honor one another and serve the common good.  Silence 

  Lord, in your mercy   Hear our prayer. 
Intercessor:  Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly 
in the service of others and to your honor and glory.  Silence 

  Lord, in your mercy   Hear our prayer. 
Intercessor:  Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, 
and love one another as he loves us.  Silence 



  Lord, in your mercy   Hear our prayer. 
Intercessor:  Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit.  Give them courage and hope in 
their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation.  Silence. 
  Lord, in your mercy   Hear our prayer. 
Intercessor:  We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we 
pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.  Silence 

  Lord, in your mercy    Hear our prayer. 
Intercessor:  Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.  Silence 
  The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 
 

 

Confession of Sin and Absolution                                                                                     Page 360 

Celebrant  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done, and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  For the sake of your Son 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name.  Amen. 
 

Celebrant  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 

 

The Peace 
Celebrant:  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People:   And also with you.    
(All gathered may greet one another in the Name of the Lord.) 

 

The Holy Communion 

The Great Thanksgiving, Prayer A                                                                                          page 361 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People   We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People   It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
Celebrant  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  For you are the source of light and life, you made us in your image, and 
called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name: 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,   

heaven and earth are full  of your glory. 
        Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
        Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Holy and gracious Father:  In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and 
become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our 
human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.  He stretched out 
his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 



After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, 
all of you:  This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
sins.  Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving.  Recalling 
his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.  Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for 
your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him.  
Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and 
peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ:  By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.  AMEN. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever.  Amen.  
 

The Breaking of the Bread 

Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia.  

 

Postcommunion Prayer                                                                                         Page 365 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our 
Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  
Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with 
gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
                               

The celebrant may bless the people. 
  

The Dismissal:  Let us bless the Lord. 
          Thanks be to God. 
 

Voluntary                                Trumpet in D major                                                          John Stanley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking ahead to the Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost, November 15 (Proper 28A) 
Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18; Psalm 90:1-8, 12; I Thessalonians 5:1-11; Matthew 25:14-30 



  

 

 

 

Prayer List 

Please note that names on the printed prayer list will appear in the bulletin for four weeks but will continue to remain 
on the Intercessory Prayer Group’s ongoing list until they are notified to remove the name. 

Pray for members:  Pat Adams, Joyce Newton, Jeanne Reynolds, Bob Cooley, Lila Koss, Peter Hatten, Nancy 
MacMillan, Christ & Marge Koconis, Nancy Mahaffey, Woody Winslow, Sid Leeds, Bobbie Cox, Tom 
Albergotti, Judy DiGregorio, Vann Taylor, Gladys Neff, Fred Brunck, Charlie Dickinson, Carolyn Morris, Bob 
Nye, Jeff & Miriam Searcy, Meredith Pruitt, Jane & Charlie Burdick, Sarah Morgan, Spencer Wooten, Louise 
Cooke, Susan Hughes, Nancy Milling, Jane McGowan, Sid Leeds, Ann Bragunier, David Beard, Donna 
Weinstein 

Pray for friends and relatives:  Louis George (father of Sharon George), Catherine Martin (daughter of Bill & 
Mary Jo Dudley), Celia Vitale Kucera (daughter of Alex & Hope Vitale), Maudie Reed (mother of Alan Reed), 
Molly McDermott (daughter in law of Rick & Kerry Johnson), Kalyn Groncki (friend of many SJE 
parishioners), Kim Bowden (friend of Ed & Eleanor Kellett), Suzie Baur (friend of Sindy McCrystle), David & 
Susan Osmolski (friends of John & Pat Rodgers), Tabitha & Wyatt Okuley (friends of Rebekah Rode), Nace 
Few (friend of Rick Johnson), Melvin & Betty Williams (cousins of Caroyn Morris), Vernetta Dunn (friend of 
Tracy & Alan Reed), Rick Arthur (son of Kathy & Les Arthur), Ted Nye (brother of Bob Nye), Libba 
Eleazer (friend of Janie McIntyre), Bernette Langley (sister of DG McIntyre), Elaine Stancil (sister of Janet 
Brown) 

Pray for those in military service:  Frederick Huiet, Ryan Livingston, Dan Sullivan, Greg Jones, Jim Myrick, 
Bernard David, Damien Mitchell, Kevin Dellicker, Michael Berger, Mark Lenhart, Geoff Sey, Thomas Everett, 
Evan John, Brandon Wilson, Lt. Col. Tim Sellers, Michael Taylor McCormick, James Simpson, David Bell, 
Steven Placke, Thomas Jones, Jr., Curtis Mabry, Thomas Cooper, Tyler Thomas, Pat Carter, Joe Rader, Kyle 
Norton, Adam Stein,  Tommy Heagney, Sarah Maness, Luciano Provazano, Angelo DeMatteo, Ryan Harwell, 
John Pineda, Jonathan Conlan, Aidan McKenna, Tom Clapp  

Pray for those who have died:  Trissy Lomax (mother of Carol Fortenberry), Barry Brown (friend of Rick & 
Kerry Johnson), Melissa Haley (former member of SJE), Julian Albergotti, Jim Spencer, Jimmy Orr (brother of 
Sam Orr) 

Pray in thanksgiving for birthdays and anniversaries – November 8-14                                                                                                                   
Birthdays:  Elizabeth Ashe, Nathan Burgess, Helen Burns, Ann Cornelius, Jamie Dickens, Samantha Farnham, 
Lars Fowler, Brett Goudle, Alex Gussin, Abby Hepp, Michael Hoben, Jessie Kuhlman, Arthur Lennard, Abby 
Matthews, Elena Michael, Joe Mueller, Haley Pratt, Carolyn Proctor, Kylie Shaw, Brenna Whitley, Matthew 
Williams  
 

Anniversaries:  David & Gretchen Beard, Michele & Mike Hochstrasser, Craig & Lynn Kalhagen, Bill & Patty 
Powell 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to contribute to the general offering digitally, 
 just scan the QR code below with your smart phone. 

 

You may also pay from our web site or mail a check to the church office. 

Clerics 

The Rev. Peter M. Floyd, Rector 
The Rev. Dr. Brad Smith, Senior Associate Rector 

The Rev. Wendy Merrill, Deacon 

  

Musicians 

Mr. Alan C. Reed, Organist and Choirmaster 
Ms. Angela Swicegood, Assisting Organist 

Ms. Tracy Reed, Assistant for Children’s Choirs 

Mr. Greg McAbee, Master of the Choirs of Bell and Chime 

Mr. Jamey Graves, Associate for Technology and Music 

Vestry 

Dana Burgess (Clerk), Tracey Gillespie, Merrill Gowdy, Mike Harrington,  
John Horn (Senior Warden), Will Jetton, Erin Lyman, Greg McAbee, Bill Nuttall,  

Bo Proctor (Junior Warden), Dan Robertson, Jennifer Stokley 

St. John’s Episcopal Church 

1623 Carmel Road 

Charlotte, North Carolina  28226   
Web site:  StJE.org   704-366-3034 


