
ROTATION UNIT 14 – EASTER WITH THE FRIENDS OF JESUS 

 
Rotation Objectives 

• Children explore the Resurrection of Jesus through the perspective of some of his 

disciples. 

 
Weekly Kickoff Topics 

• Week 1 – Mary Magdalene’s faithfulness to Jesus on Easter morning. 

• Week 2 – Thomas and the Struggle with Doubt 

• Week 3 – Peter and Jesus as a model for Friendships 

 
 

                                  STATION 1 - VIDEO 
 

Station Overview: The children watch a video to hear the story of Easter from the 

perspective of Mary Magdalene. 

 
Supplies Needed: 

• Computer, tablet, or other means to play a YouTube Video 

 
Before the Lesson:  Prepare to watch the video at the following link:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XZJxq8hNm20      
 
Lesson Plan: 

1. Remind the participants that we are talking about the Resurrection of Jesus from 

the perspective of his disciples.  Today, we are going to watch a video to hear 

the Easter story from the perspective of Mary Magdalene.  She was a follower of 

Jesus.  And interestingly, she is the only disciple that appears in all four Gospel 

stories about Easter morning. So it may be interesting to hear what her 

perspective on the Resurrection was like. 

2. Watch the video. 

3. Discussion: 

a. What did you think of the video? 

b. Why was Mary Magdalene going to the tomb on Easter morning? 

c. Why do you think it was so important to her to find the body of Jesus? 

d. What do you think it was like to be the very first person who saw the 

resurrected Jesus?  What would you do if you had been in her place? 

e. Did hearing the story of Easter in this way teach you anything new, or 

give you any new insights?  If so, what were they? 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XZJxq8hNm20


                                 STATION 2 – GAME 
Station Overview: The children will explore ways to believe in things that remain 
unseen. 
 
Supplies Needed: 

• A blindfold or mask to cover the eyes 
• A bag to keep items hidden from view 
• A collection of various small household items that are safe to be handled (such 

as a bar of soap, a piece of paper, playdough, small toy, a ball point pen, etc.) 
 
Pre-Class: 

• Before the session starts, collect a variety of household items and place them in 
the bag.  Keep the bag closed so the participants cannot see the contents.  

 
Lesson Plan: 

1. Remind the participants that we are exploring the story of the Resurrection of 
Jesus from the perspective of some of the disciples of Jesus.  And today, we will 
look at things from the point of view of the disciple Thomas. 

2. Share that Thomas had a hard time believing that Jesus was alive after knowing 
that Jesus had died.  After all, he had seen Jesus being arrested and knew that 
Jesus died on the cross. And when Jesus appeared in the room with the other 
disciples, Thomas was not there.  While he wanted to believe the other disciples 
who said that Jesus was alive, Thomas simply could not.  He said he would not 
believe until he saw Jesus and could touch his wounds for himself.  When Jesus 
appears to the disciples again, Thomas is able to see Jesus and is able to believe 
he is alive.  But Jesus tells him it is a blessing to be able to believe, even if you 
cannot see Jesus with your eyes. 

3. Today we are going to play a game that might help us to understand what it was 
like for Thomas, and what it might mean to believe in something you cannot see. 

4. Playing the Game: 
a. Put the blindfold over the eyes of one participant. 
b. Remove one item from the bag without disclosing what it is to the 

participant.  
c. Hold it up in front of them, and say “I am holding something in my hand.  

Can you tell me what it is?” 
d. Assuming they cannot, proceed to give them the chance to try to figure 

out what you are holding using their other senses.  Start with smell and 
taste (if appropriate), then sound, and finally touch. 

e. Allow them to guess what the item is.  You can provide additional hints if 
needed. 

f. Repeat this several times with different objects, then blindfold another 
participant and repeat the guessing game. 

5. After the Game: 
a. Discuss what it was like to not be able to see the object in front of you. 



b. Discuss how being able to use your other senses helped you to determine 
what the object was.  Did the same sense help you to figure out all of the 
items, or were different senses more useful for some objects? 

c. What was the hardest item to identify without seeing it?  What made it 
hard to identify? 

d. For Thomas, he had a hard time believing Jesus was resurrected because 
he did not see that he was alive again.  But there is more to knowing that 
Jesus is alive and with us that just using our eyes.  We have knowledge in 
our minds about Jesus.  We have the Holy Spirit within us to help us feel 
Jesus.  We experience how Jesus responds to our prayers and provides us 
with wonderful blessings.  All of these things are like our “super senses” 
that help us to believe Jesus is alive.   

e. Everyone has a time in their life when they wonder if Jesus is really alive 
and with them.  When this happens to you, just remember this little game 
we played.  When you could not see, you used other ways to figure out 
what the object is.  The same thing can help when you wonder if Jesus is 
really with you.  If you can’t see something with your eyes, use your other 
senses, as well as your knowledge, your experiences, and your Spirit, to 
be able to “see” Jesus in your life. 

 

                                STATION 3 – ARTS & CRAFTS 
 

Station Overview: The children will sketch out a picture of their idea of what makes a 

great friend. 

 
Supplies Needed:  

• Paper 

• Pencil  

• Crayons/colored pencils/markers 

 
Lesson Plan: 

1. Remind the participants that we are talking about the Resurrection of Jesus from 

the perspective of some of his disciples.  Today we have been talking about the 

relationship between Jesus and Peter.  This relationship teaches us a lot about 

what it means to be a friend of Jesus.  So today we are going to draw a picture 

that reminds us of the characteristics and traits that a great friend might have. 

2. Instructions: 

a. On one sheet of paper, make two columns.  In the first, write down some 
of the things that you think make a person a great friend.  You might 
include things like kindness, a sense of humor, honesty, or a shared 
interest.  In the second column, write down some of the things that make 



Jesus a great friend.  Some examples might be forgiveness, love, or 
faithfulness. 

b. On another sheet of paper, lightly draw a simple outline of a person in 
pencil.  It should simply be an outline, much like a gingerbread man 
cookie cutter would make. Use the whole page. 

c. Using the traits that you listed on the first sheet of paper, try to draw a 
picture to represent a great friend without using words.  For example, if 
you wrote that a sense of humor was important, your drawing may show 
a person laughing.  Or if you wrote that your friend should like to play 
sports, you should draw them with a ball or wearing a team uniform.  Try 
to include things from both of you columns.  And it is okay to be 
creative...don’t be afraid to give your character different kinds of shoes or 
two different expressions if it helps show your ideal friend. 

3. When finished, share your pictures and what you think makes a great friend.  
You can also talk about how your friends compare to this “ideal” friend.  How do 
your friends help to remind you of Jesus, and how do you share Jesus with 
them? 

 


